CRITERIA AND SELECTION PROCESS:

A screening committee reviews all submissions. The members of the committee rotate so that there is a different set of jurors and committee chair for each series.

The screening committee relies on the following mix of criteria when looking at a cut:

1. At what stage is the film and is it at an ideal juncture for a Rough Cuts critique? Principal photography should have been completed, and we encourage filmmakers to submit cuts that are in the later stages of post-production (i.e. NOT first or second cuts).

2. Does the filmmaker have a good grasp of what his/her story is? In general, filmmakers will get the most out of the critique if they already have honed what exactly the subject of their film is and the reasons why they’re making the film.

3. How ambitious and daring is the project? Does it cover a subject or topic that is both engaging and, ideally, different? 

4. How established is the filmmaker? The series will try to present a mix of work from both new and established filmmakers.

THE SCREENING COMMITTEE FOR THE SEPTEMBER ROUGH CUTS SERIES 

Chris Holbrook is currently the National Campaign Coordinator at ITVS (Independent Television Service) and is the Treasurer of the LAB. A MFA graduate of the USC Film Production program, Holbrook was the Marketing Manager of the Los Angeles Film Festival from 2003 – 2006 and previously worked for AFI FEST and the finishing funds company Next Wave Films. 

Chris Metzler is the co-director and co-producer of the John Waters’

narrated documentary PLAGUES & PLEASURES ON THE SALTON SEA, which premiered at the Slamdance Film Festival and later won both the HBO Producer’s Award and the Robert Altman Award, before debuting nationally on the Sundance Channel. He is currently shooting a documentary about the Black punk band, Fishbone.
Vera Mijojlic is the founder and director of the South East European Film Festival in Los Angeles. Formerly a film critic in ex-Yugoslavia, she also works as a marketing consultant for Art House Films. 
